Grunky molted!

S00n § Muahahahaha! Now let us go Elsewhere GRUNKY JUST MOLTED! Guys, yoah just in time!
and destroy our enemies! Guys, guys! You will never E's just finished shedding!

You're kidding me! Awww, look at

Where is the little fella?

‘,_-: A\

guess what | just heard!

you, big guy!

=
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Resources

Elsewhere nearby ¥ yES my minions! with . - YAAAAAAAGH!
my newly improved — 1
armour, | am nearly - 5o what's the nlan?
indestructable! N b

0 - : | O
1!.‘_‘_ Mow... with my total
resources being three

rinkas and body armour,
= | | do exactly what | can..

Attack 1

It's definitely getting loudah...
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Important things first

some distance later But... the jar survived. | will count .50 anyways, €'s been jumpin’ a lot |ately.

LW Uuuuugh... that... was this as *hurk* a partial success. I may have missed, but surely at least E' must be stretchin' 'is new muscles.
horribly reminiscent. & I've terrified them with my return. Did anyone want to talk about
i Mother Brain rolling past just now?

Important things first,
Grunky is growing up!
]
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Oh hey, it's you!

Further back
Yes, | must gloat over these , . Muahahahaha, it is | who have nearly
cow- *hurk* cowering fools. -..end e's teething too! Gotta crushed you! | have returned!!!
= strengthen them new chompahs!
Awwww, let's get [ Oh hey, yeah! It's been
him some food! *;_rlnupn_lp:ﬁ a while. How you been?

_f. .

Just... don't mind me... for..
scuse me... just a few... sorry...

RIGHT! Umm... l... umm... need : : :
to... umm... I've kinda gotta just slide by... |n|:|a her...

squeeze past you all here...

How have I... YOU ATE THE MOTHER [&
HEART! | AM HERE TO DESTROY YOU!!!!
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Advanced planning

SO! YES! Umm... so... ubhh... by chance

do you plan to be in this exact spot in
youp p
!I-" like... an hour, an hour and a half?

Eh, pretty unlikely.

NO ASKING QUESTIONS!

0... do you heve any idea
what thet was all about?

Ummm... | DO remember eating her

heart... kinda fatty, little chewny.

We must plot!

Ugh... heavy jar..
this... is going to...
take me ages.

Do you... by chance meet here on

r— regular basis, speaﬁc time kinda?

A

Y'think she's mad about THAT?

Hahd to say.
OBVIOUSLY | AM | CAN
STILL HEAR YOU!!

Four hours later ...Thank you.
FINALLY! I'm hack“' i s
5 Yeah, we were

watchlng you!

Nnnoo, they
= wandered off
| after 20 minutes.

1324-1326

Did... you want to roll L
down the hill again? [3 !

Say, did you get a new jar?

NO ASKING QUESTIONS!

YOU ATE MY HEART!!!!

443



They will know

Say, does anyone feel like a day
needs to be rued anywhere?

o
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Maximum arsenal

= e e P =
N AHHHHAHAHAHA, MORE ..I': The most we can fit is four. .
_ el -

.ﬂ—-— I h. "9 YES, FOUR, FOUR!
1 P, : .

AHHHAHAHAHA! BEHOLD, "
MY ULTIMATE POWER!!!

Hpaia¥

I'm good.
o I

So what's next?

well, I've gotta go pick beetles
off the potato plants pretty soon.

Oh yeh, ken't leave thet.

How, fit my energy
supply! We must be off!

Ow! That
hurt kinda.

444 1327-1329

AAAAHAHAHAHAHA! SO0N, THEY
ILL KNOW THE MEANING OF POWER!!!
: : = 1] -

b

Saay, does anyone heah
en extremely loud
thumping coming neah?




You think escape is possible???

w=r=| YOU THINK YOU CAN
ESCAPE FROM ME?!?

Hey, you guys, I'm like...
worried about Mother Brain.

She hates me the least

Look, why don't | go talk to
her, she hates me the least.

Yeah, maybe see what
you can find out.

Oh GOD no! Mo, | mean... her. She's
like... trying too hard or something.

_WHUMP#*

| mean, props on the
jar not breaking tho.

A geeze, has she
wandered off?

far | quess.

1330-1332

P | CAN'T GET THROUGH THE DOOR!

well why don't you talk to her then?

we literally hate eachother,
and my quest is supposed
to be to destroy her.

Yeah, I'll give her that. But | mean...
should | go and talk to her or something?

You literally ate her heart.

el =)

Hey, hey, hold up A
hat? You! What do YOU want?

there Mother Brain.

:::fllr..,r..,r..,r..:l
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Do you need to talk?

. did you want to...
= talk about anything?

And judging by the... what
appear to be a total of
three rinkas behind you...

I mean like... the loss of
your empire, | don't want

...the almost complete loss
of your minions and army.

= = B B e B P EE B A P P P P B P B P

I .
p_'. If 1 had fingers that | could press
agal nst my fureheal:l in exasperation...
Let me be clear, in
that | never myself
set foot in your base.

o e= B B B B P P

I -
/- el

Mo, | mean... could you please — What do you mean?
stop that... | mean about what !I-"
you're going through. >

The Iy thing that I'm going to talk
about is DESTROYING YOU AND YOUR

ILK WHO ATTACKED MY BASE !1! I} the attack on you or your base, |

was just fully in support of it.

= Bl i B B B B B E P B P

&! Oh, | don't know, maybe it had
= sumethlng to do with BEING LOCKED
IN A ROOM AND HAVING A KILL SWITCH
INSTALLED ON ME S0 THAT | HAD TO DIE
o BEFORE ANYTHING COULD GET TO yYOL!!!

% Also you never drink at my bar.

OUR SWILLWATER ISN'T WORTH THE
L] GLASSES THAT IT'S POURED INTO!

*gasp* YOU TAKE THAT BACK!

el O ol Ol ool O ol O el N ol O ol O ol O ool O N el O ool O ol ol N ool ol O el O ol i ol o I ool O ol O ol O ol O ol ol O ol Ol ol ol O o ol O ol O ol i ol O ol O ol i ol ol
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| mean, technically yes,

LA =T kL = . *
but still... apologise! | Shh, no breaking the fourth wall, ! ’ i e ok, I'm jI..ISt qoing to go

go back to being mad, | guess, but *peik i gl : in now. Nice talk, | guess,

You're right, | loved your swillwater !I-" yes, my swillwater is dellcmus [ DESTROY YOU AND YOUR ILKIN
during celebrations, | apologise.

"

Kraid's origin?!?

well, that went... poorly. i
What h oz Maybe | should still try, she's I should know, | was there.
- at happened: i known me for along time. What? No you weren't,
She seems intent on our demise. I was born here after all. you were shipped here!
Also she insulted my swil lwater.

Also no you should
definitely not talk to her.

4

F r F r

The Lizardoth

You were infact... created in alab. WOOOH, thish idea ish aweshome!

e creatod n Hey guysh, let'sh create the butt wWhat? Why would we wantsh to do that? The Ualieshi Fatasht
l the perfect image?!? fugliest thing in existensh!!! Think about it... we can most dishgu’shtingish'é...

c .
Nnnot the words | would have used. —._ = & | = throw it atsh our enemiesh! | — 5

‘ -

__Jf
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It's... much worse

what?!? Don't give abominations a bad name *hurk*, I I

oh god *hurk*, what this... this should never have been done. You mean it attacks??

h done??? At did - :
F | ave we done? ] | . what did you do?!? I ] : . [don't know, we gave it claws

*hurk* we... created I or some shit, it's... much worse.

the ultimate weapon.
es————

How do you know what fhey said?

An abumlnatlun"'

w i ||
@Ll T

I must see

Oh god! | know there's a joke about BN *HUUURIK * I L : *HUUUURRREK*

it being so ugly that you want to = * *]
vomit, but *hurk* get me a bucket! I... | must see what you have done. HI:J——URK

e =1 Don't do it! You will regret it! - *HUUURK*
But what.. g(,ci ET1 NOW! 9
I ' 3 = Censored
1 dﬁ;i. i ]
e —

Get rid of it!

. oh god... it made... noise! - I Moment s 'E"ie’ I did it... it's done. why the Chozo?

-I I know... that's arguably " e . it i it? I : The button was closer, |

Jettison it!! — worse than it |ooks. | don't know, some Chozo don't care just get rid of it!

colony or something.
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Even more handsome

I... am the perfect weapon. I'd forgotten about that experiment by
that point, or blotted it out, | don't know. You mean | became
But you... were mildly less disgusting even more handsome.
| feel bad. to look at when we met again.

The perfect being

I am the perfect being created
Mother Brain assigned us to as the ultimate weapon.
those god-forsaken rooms,
and the rest is history.

Oh yeah, we've beentelling
this story for a while. | wonder
where she got off to.

You were a horrible lab
aexperiment gone wrong.

We hope that we have aton of time
to work with. How, keep typing!!!

L
1+
L

el

¥

BRARR
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ZR388

Ok, so where am | setting this again? | don't know if we will be able

ZR388! My greatest weapon was to find the parts again, but

made from parts originating there.

It failed t time, but
we can improve it. It
had so much potential.

Y -

What is this?

* *bzip#* = -
MaothrErn. obj P T e B This feels weird. "

woah, this is unexpected. : : Is that a ship? |
Rink4521. obj v according el i ) e

Don't worry, according

. . b/ Hmmm t tin
Rinks7ag,0b) | t0 my calculations, it~y _

should only take a- - i p— - } ";
Rink743.0bj 15/08/24 14:16:" e P— s,
P ErmCRComp.dat 15/09/24 13:15: - L,
P EmCRInst.dat 15/08/24 13:02:! _

F" EmCRTabl. dat 15/08/24 12:52:

_—— e [ AP e i d A A

- — My research has told me that i 4773 ] . Come, we have hunting to do.
Ok, this ship is clearly not of a computer terminal exists e -
this planet, and... made of here now much like one that
balsa wood or something. exists outside the emulator.

0 3 ‘L S Are we going
there next?

T Maybe, but there is
| incredible power here,
and... trees and
roadways over there. ]
we will try here first. SN §
e
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Big brain

Ok, now the letter 'a'...

You know, this would be
alot easier if you just-

oh, well... my first obstacle.
We I::re w::-::{ t;sdn'.:' srace "'g — | AM NOT TAKING MY

ARMOUR OFF OM THE
MYSTERY PLAMNET!

There we go

An... inordinate amount of time later L § Excellent, come my
g.k___ _Pglauy done! Ar.e ws . minions, power awaits us.
one? Please say we're done. - -
ay ! ¥Why don't we just do this on Zeheth?

I'n
Trt:i':lt fhl:luld d? it, W?j" be : I £ ocause Kabutroid password
aple to move forwards now. s i J 5 = protected that one.

*grumble®

Dungeons & Dragons

Elsewhere
l... would like... to RAGE! Excellent, you have successfully

intimidated the thief into telling
you where the missing gold is.

Suddenly, a villager bursts into
the inn, shouting "help, help,
please help me adventurers!”

Please don't hurt me.

Special thanks to my longtime reader Kit the Fox for the group D&D idea!
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Find that gold!

One saved villager later Cool, cool. Kraid? Awesome. And Rid?
Ok, you've levelled up to 3. what X More fighter, champion of the people! And then we go down.
do you want to put that level into? Figured that. Croc? Nice. And with the villager returned

A second level of wizard. | need to get my Druid 3. I've gotta to their home, what do you do?
fireball missile before going full barbarian. Find that missing guld!

L, & : S o
y i 2251 |_,1".,___1!._| il l

|—£|—£|—£|—|_|—|_|—|_|—|_|—£|—£|:—|j—lj—lj—l_u—l_.—l_u—l_.—l_.—l_. |—|_|—|_|—|_|—|_|—|_|—|_|—|_|—|_|—|_|

You enter the basement

Ummm, Mother Brain, are you sure... You find your way into a Do you think that's wise? Maybe
. basement, having dispatched finesse and stealth should be used.
the thieves guarding the door. Pfit. what s the worst

| smash down the door! that could happen?

Don't worry, | looked
ahead, | coded in an
eleuatur over there.

A puzzle?!?

Ok... ok... we can fix this. How Mow, you're going to go back to that After your brute-force method failed,

here's what | need you to do. computer, and type in "e-d-i-t space r..." Kraid's Identify reveals that the door is
held closed by the spell Arcane Lock.
Ridley, you spotted a series of strange
glyphs around the door frame.
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Bardoos8?

Many, many trips | ater

...pleasepleasepleasepleaseplease...

YES, OH HOLY MOTHER YES!

There are seven glyphs!

o 'q. _— sy

__L_n_l_u_J H_I_

An equally inordinate amount of time later

Is it bardsareawesomel ? Bardsare-
awesome2? Bardsareawesomed?

Bard005? Bard006? Bard007?

ey

9 0
LEL 9

_'_'_'_'_'_'_'_'_'_'_'_'_'_'_'_'_'_E':'_'_'_'_'_'_'_'_'_'_'_'_'_'_'_'_'_'_

Rocks fall, everyone dies.

JusxOU ROLLED a 19 on your
imvestigate. The glyphs were
coded to say "fortune".

| rolled for you, you made it,
the answer is "fortune'.

I didn't hear amy dice.

Alright, let's see what _ 2 F :
this planet has t offer. &% ;) :;: oh for.

rd
With haste my friends, planet narrow and chunky?

discovery and greatness awa' !

1354-1356

It's a19. You know the answer.
But you didn't even loo-

WITH A CLICK, the lock unlatches,
and the door creaks open.

.. is everything on this

Scout ahead fellas, let me
know if you find anything.

"Look ahead more MB, it won't
take that much time MB, no, |
want to go quickly", stupid me...
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An interesting development

Several minutes later
*gigh* this giant jar and-

AAAAHHHHHH!I
Oh hey, they're back!

Just sleep through it

At the DAD table
Ok, it can't fitthrough the door, thankfully

for you, but it stands there growling and
hissing. What do you do?

When's next session?

Ok... speaking of long rests, let's
call it a session there, | need sleep.

Ugh, is it daylight out again?

What season is et?

454

Out oftheway out oftheway
letusthroughletusthrough!!!

S0 you found something!

| mean... we could try to sneak past it.

Yeah, Just wait till it's asleap!
It has to sleep sometime!

...5eeing past your stealth, the giant
Dragon Frog approaches the rest of you,
as the bard flees back to the group.

'_”_E.L_li;'j uJ_Z

_'_'_'_'_'_'_'_'_'_'_'_'_'_'_'_'_'_'_'

Let's just take a long rest. f we take
ong first, it's bound to be askeap!

l... don't see a reason why you can't do that.
Dk, you take a long rast, literally 10 feet
from a growling, angry dragon frog.

f B8 B B B B E S e

Yep, gather up group, let's get some rest
and pick this up again... ugh, | don’t even
know, we'll figure that out later.

Do... do we need to hahvest?

Ok, let's just gather-

1357-1359

An interesting development.
Rinkas, | have a task for you...

The silly thing either beat itself to
exhaustion or unconsciousness while
waiting for you to get back. In either
case, we take it with us.

Is it time for session again yet?

| thought of what | want

my character to do next.
I want to pickpocket Y

the dragon frog.



Can we play yet?

Go, my pretty!

Pretty familiar

Ok well, this thing looks pretty familiar, |

think | know just the thing to get rid of it.

EVALUATING..

Energize, my pretty.
Your time comes soon...

Maaaan, | wanna plaaaay.

It shouldn’t be long, Kabutroid
wasn't NEARLY as angry when
we bothered her last half-hour.

1
&
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Lan we piay yetr

Can we play yet?
e play yet?

| am TOTALLY searching our room
for secret compartments and doors.

Just don't wake up the frog thing, |
wanna pickpocket it while it's asleep.

1360-1362

Please, | am having LITERAL nightmares.
Both about you FOREVER asking, and
about your IDIOTIC decisions.

We would ask less if
we plaaaaayed again.

~ TARGET ACGUIRED

F
f =i P

Well, that isn't super.

EXTERMINATE
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